ESG Framework
We strive to align client portfolio construction with values that include various ESG issues.

Environmental
! Precaution for depletion of natural resources, disruption of fragile
ecosystems, loss of endangered species, and pollution, climate
change

Social
! Elimination of child labor, forced or compulsory labor,
discrimination, and sexual harassment; protection of human
rights and diversity; and promotion of business fairness
! Evaluation of corporate behaviors and values, non-shareholder
stakeholder interests, and employee relations

Governance
! Evaluation of corporate behaviors and values, corporate
governance, non-shareholder stakeholder interests, and
employee relations

1

Robertson Stephens Commitment to ESG Process
Our sustainable product set builds on ESG integration to provide clients with a range of investment solutions to meet their diverse
financial and values.
What is ESG integration?
The explicit consideration of material ESG information as part of the investment decision-making process. Funds that demonstrate
a clear everyday commitment to their security selection are ESG integrated
What capabilities do we offer that go beyond ESG integration?
Clients are increasingly asking us for solutions which build on ESG integration and position towards opportunities across the
sustainable investing spectrum. As such, our sustainable product capabilities build on ESG integration and span a range of styles

EXCLUSIONS

POSITIVE TILT

The exclusion from
a fund or portfolio of
certain sectors,
companies or
practices based on
specific values or
norms based criteria

An investment style
in which the portfolio
will be tilted toward
sectors, companies,
or projects with
positive ESG
characteristics

SUSTAINABLE
FOCUS
An investment style
that involves
investing only in
companies that lead
their peer groups
with respect to
sustainability
performance

THEMATIC
A top down
investment
approach with
investments in
themes or assets
specifically related
to sustainability

IMPACT
Investments made
with the primary goal
of achieving specific,
positive
environmental social
benefits while also
delivering a financial
return
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Essex GEOS Investment Philosophy
“Wherever we look upon this earth, the opportunities take shape within the
problems.”
- Nelson A. Rockefeller

Our world is facing the greatest environmental challenges in
history. We believe these challenges provide significant longterm investment opportunities. GEOS invests in companies
solving these challenges, seeking to provide attractive financial
and social impact returns.
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Environmental Megatrends
• Climate Change
• Global average temperature has warmed by 1.1 degrees Celsius
•

since the pre-industrial period (WMO)
• 2010-2020 was the hottest decade on record (WMO)
More than two-thirds of extreme weather events were created by
or made worse by human activity (Ceres)

• Clean Water Access
• 50% of the world’s pop. experiences water scarcity (UN SDG)
• 1 in 3 people worldwide do not have access to safe drinking
water (UN SDG)

• Air Pollution
• 9 in 10 people living in urban areas breathe air that exceeds the
•

•

WHO guidelines on air pollution (UN SDG)
More than 5 million people worldwide die prematurely annually
due to air pollution (WRI)

Pandemics and Zoonotic Diseases
• Link between deforestation, biodiversity loss, and pandemics
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Essex GEOS Themes
A framework for assessing optimal solutions
Agricultural Productivity & Clean
Fuels
-Precision agriculture
-Field computing

Environmental Finance
-Energy efficiency project finance
-Renewable energy development

Power Technology
Clean Tech & Efficiency
-Industrial internet of things
-Clean tech materials

Efficient Transport
-Electric vehicle systems

-Power conversion and storage
-Distributed power generation

Renewable Energy
-Residential and commercial solar
-Offshore wind servicing

-Autonomous driving

Clean Water

Low Carbon Commerce

Power Merchants & Generation

-Renewable products
-Bioingredients

-Energy recovery
-Water management

-Offshore wind development
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Current SDG Alignment
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Current SDG Alignment cont.
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Disclosures
The holdings of the client portfolios in our composites may differ significantly from the securities that comprise the index shown. The indices have been selected to
represent what Essex believes is an appropriate benchmark to compare the composite performance to. Please see the following page for a definition of all indices listed
in this brochure.
The actual performance achieved by a client portfolio may be affected by a variety of factors, including the initial balance of the account, the timing and amount of any
additions to or withdrawals from the portfolio, changes made to the account to reflect the specific investment needs or preferences of the client, duration and timing of
participation as an Essex client, and a client portfolio’s risk tolerance, investment objectives, and investment time horizon.
Consultant’s use of Performance Data: Any use of Essex’s performance data, in other than one-on-one client presentations, should be accompanied by additional
disclosures relating to gross versus net performance.
Essex Management Company, LLC (“Essex”) is an investment adviser registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) with its principal office in Boston
Massachusetts. SEC registration does not imply a certain level of skill or training. Essex and its representatives are also in compliance with the registration and notice
filing requirements imposed upon investment advisers and their representatives by those states in which Essex has clients. Essex may only transact business in those
states it has appropriately filed, or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion from filing requirements.
Nothing in this presentation deck should be considered an offer to sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy shares of any security. This presentation deck is not intended to
offer investment advice and should not be taken as such. Nothing in this presentation deck should be considered as a guide to the selection of securities or the
construction of a portfolio by an investor. Our selection of securities and composition of portfolios involve many factors that may not be discerned by viewing the materials
in this presentation deck. Any individuals or institutions who are interested in any of Essex’s investment strategies should review Form ADV Part 2 (Brochure and
Supplement) for Essex, which is available on our website, and should discuss their own objectives and the capabilities of Essex in detail with a representative of Essex.
Any direct communication by Essex with a prospective client shall be conducted by a representative who is either registered or qualifies for an exemption or exclusion
from registration in the state in which the prospective client resides.
Essex manages portfolios for many clients in a number of investment styles. Recommendations for one client may not be suitable for other clients. Returns realized by
our clients may differ depending on the styles and objectives of the individual portfolios.
Essex believes that the material presented in this presentation deck is accurate and has been obtained from sources believed to be reliable. There are no guarantees
about the accuracy or comprehensiveness of the data or the expectations expressed. Also, material may be dated.
Essex does not make any representation or warranties as to the accuracy, completeness, timeliness, suitability or relevance of any information provided by any
unaffiliated third party.
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Disclosures
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. All investment strategies involve a high degree of risk and any portfolio managed by Essex may lose
all or a substantial portion of the invested capital. Essex makes no assurances, warranties or representations that the strategies described herein will
meet their investment objectives or incur any profits.
Any projections, targets, or estimates in this presentation deck are forward looking statements and are based on Essex’s research, analysis, and
assumptions made by Essex. There can be no assurances that such projections, targets, or estimates will occur and the actual results may be materially
different. Other events that were not taken into account in formulating such projections, targets, or estimates may occur and may significantly affect the
returns or performance of any accounts managed by Essex.
Permission is given for the downloading and temporary storage of one or more of these pages for the purpose of viewing on a personal computer. The
contents of this presentation deck are protected by copyright under international conventions and, apart from the permission stated, the reproduction,
permanent storage, or retransmission of the contents of this presentation deck is prohibited without the prior written consent of Essex.
Robertson Stephens Wealth Management, LLC (“Robertson Stephens”), is an SEC-registered investment advisor. Registration does not imply any
specific level of skill or training and does not constitute an endorsement of the firm by the Commission. This material is for general informational
purposes only and should not be construed as investment, tax or legal advice. It does not constitute a recommendation or offer to buy or sell any
security, has not been tailored to the needs of any specific investor, and should not provide the basis for any investment decision. Please consult with
your Advisor prior to making any Investment decisions. The information contained herein was carefully compiled from sources believed to be reliable, but
Robertson Stephens cannot guarantee its accuracy or completeness. Information, views and opinions are current as of the date of this presentation, are
based on the information available at the time, and are subject to change based on market and other conditions. Robertson Stephens assumes no duty
to update this information. Unless otherwise noted, any individual opinions presented are those of the author and not necessarily those of Robertson
Stephens. Indices are unmanaged and reflect the reinvestment of all income or dividends but do not reflect the deduction of any fees or expenses which
would reduce returns. Past performance does not guarantee future results. Forward-looking performance targets or estimates are not guaranteed and
may not be achieved. Investing entails risks, including possible loss of principal. Please read the mutual fund prospectus for a complete description of the
risks and disclosures associated with any mutual fund prior to investing. This material is an investment advisory publication intended for investment
advisory clients and prospective clients only. Robertson Stephens only transacts business in states in which it is properly registered or is excluded or
exempted from registration. A copy of Robertson Stephens’ current written disclosure brochure filed with the SEC which discusses, among other things,
Robertson Stephens’ business practices, services and fees, is available through the SEC's website at: www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. © 2021 Robertson
Stephens Wealth Management, LLC. All rights reserved. Robertson Stephens is a registered trademark of Robertson Stephens Wealth Management,
LLC in the United States and elsewhere.
Robertson Stephens is not an affiliate of Essex or any of its subsidiaries or affiliates and receives no compensation from Essex for client investments
made in Essex funds. All trademarks are those of their respective owners.
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